
ABSTRACTS 

 

 

FRANCESCA ERVAS – ALICE GUERRIERI, METAFORA E AFFETTIVITÀ NELLA MALATTIA 

MENTALE: IL CASO DELL’INGIUSTIZIA EPISTEMICA 

Abstract: Epistemic injustice often emerges in the context of mental illness, where people may be 

marginalised due to their behaviour and how they communicate their experiences. How can this 

phenomenon be countered, and how can the resulting epistemic damage be reduced? Can people with 

mental health conditions be integrated into society, from an epistemic point of view? The paper 

addresses the definition of epistemic injustice in its two main shapes: testimonial injustice and 

hermeneutical injustice. It then explores if and how language can improve communication about 

mental illness. In particular, it analyses the use of metaphor as a tool to articulate one’s condition and 

foster an epistemic bridge with the interlocutor. The cognitive potential of metaphor, and its ability to 

provide insight into the experience of mental illness, could be the key to making this often 

unarticulated world more understandable and accessible. Metaphor also allows for affective framing 

for the reinterpretation of the self and the self in relation to illness in the narrative framework. 
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LETIZIA CIPRIANI, METAPHORICAL LANGUAGE OF PAIN: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL AND 

EMBODIED PERSPECTIVE 

 

Abstract: This study explores metaphorical images* in pain description, analyzing over 800 texts 

collected via https://illinguaggiodeldolore.it. Participants responded to questions about their pain 

experience and descriptive keywords. Data was manually annotated using a descriptive and 

phenomenological ontology including corporeality, affectivity, evaluative processes, and temporal 

dynamics. Figurative images enable individuals to articulate complex, multifaceted pain experiences, 

bridging the gap between subjective pain and its communication. This research uncovers insights that 

metaphorical images provide into lived pain experience, revealing how individuals make sense of 

suffering and articulate its impact on self and bodily existence. Understanding how figurative images 

convey information about body and pain requires examining pain phenomenology and its relationship 

to embodiment. Phenomenology emphasizes direct examination of phenomena as experienced. Pain 

transforms the body from an inconspicuous background of lived experience into a focal object of 

attention. Metaphorical images serve as linguistic indices encapsulating ontological categories that 

structure pain experience, illuminating how the body is experienced as an object of pain and 

implications for understanding sufferers’ resources and resilience. As expressions of embodiment, 

figurative images transform lived, bodily pain experience into expressive language, making 

intangible pain aspects more accessible and understandable. 
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DANIELE NUCCILLI, CORPO E NARRAZIONE IN WILHELM SCHAPP, TRA PERCEZIONE, 

TEORIA DEI VALORI E IRRETIMENTO DELL’UOMO IN STORIE 

 

Abstract: This article explores how the relationship between body and narration unfolds across 

Wilhelm Schapp’s philosophical path, showing how the body comes to occupy an increasingly pivotal 

position in his thought. In his phenomenology of perception, the body is abstracted from lived 

experience, while in his philosophy of law, it gains significance in understanding the world through 

the production of works. Finally, in his philosophy of hi/stories, the original body becomes the center 

from which world comprehension radiates. The inhabiting of this body and the being-entangled in 

hi/stories represents the precondition for any form of narratives and storytelling. 
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LUCILLA GUIDI, THE EMBODIED VULNERABILITY OF LANGUAGE: TOWARD A POST-

SOVEREIGN ACCOUNT OF RESPONSIBILITY IN LUDWIG WITTGENSTEIN AND JUDITH 

BUTLER (BY WAY OF STANLEY CAVELL) 

 

Abstract: In this paper, I will consider an encounter between a Cavellian reading of Ludwig 

Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations, and in particular his account of inner life as embodied 

expression, and Judith Butler’s notion of embodied vulnerability. In doing so, I aim to show that these 

two perspectives place at the center of language as a shared and embodied practice a fundamental 

vulnerability, which emerges both as a constitutive condition of embodied life and as a crucial dimen-

sion for developing a responsive ethical attitude toward ourselves, others and shared forms of life, 

thereby reformulating the notion of responsibility from a post-sovereign perspective. Furthermore, I 

wish to show that these two perspectives complement each other. Thanks to Butler’s account of the 

embodied vulnerability of language, it is possible to take into account the social and hegemonic 

dimension of norms conceived of as embodied practices that both enable and constrain our life. 

Thanks to Wittgenstein, by way of Cavell, it is possible to show the irreplaceability of our personal 

embodied expressions and our responsibility for them. 
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MATILDE MEZZADRI, MATERIAL BODIES. EMBODIMENT, FLESH AND PLASTICITY IN THE 

POST-PHENOMENOLOGICAL TURN 

 

Abstract: This contribution proposes a theoretical framework that integrates Maurice Merleau-

Ponty’s understanding of the body and of the notion of flesh, Catherine Malabou’s concept of 

plasticity, and Tom Sparrow’s critical reading of both, in order to reconceptualize what is here called 

material body within (post)phenomenology. Sparrow’s Plastic Bodies argues that traditional 

phenomenological approaches, by focusing on the body as Leib, neglect its material dimension, not 

only leading to a process of de-objectification but also of de-materialization. While the 

phenomenological body is more than an object, this emphasis on lived experience tends to downplay 



its physical, material reality. Sparrow’s post-phenomenological approach seeks to address this gap by 

rethinking the body’s materiality in a way that neither reduces it to mechanical determinism nor 

abstracts it into immateriality. Central to this rethinking is Catherine Malabou’s notion of plasticity, 

which proposes a body whose materiality is dynamic, responsive, and always in a state of becoming. 

This framework challenges the reductionist tendencies of both physicalism and idealism, advocating 

instead for a more complex understanding of embodiment that acknowledges the body’s materiality, 

while also allowing for the meaningful engagement with the world provided by phenomenology. By 

combining Merleau-Ponty’s insights into lived embodiment with Malabou’s concept of plasticity and 

Sparrow’s critique, this paper calls for a reimagining of the body that integrates its plastic materiality 

with its capacity for lived experience, offering a more holistic understanding of the embodied subject.  

 

Keywords: embodiment, flesh, plasticity, Phenomenology, materiality 

 

 

GIORGIO ASTONE, ALIENATION AND (RE)EMBODIMENT. THE POSTHUMAN BODY FROM 

DONNA HARAWAY TO XENOFEMINISM 

 

Abstract: The concept of “alienation”, which has undergone numerous transformations throughout 

the history of philosophy, appears to acquire previously unthinkable dimensions within 

Posthumanism, particularly in the posthumanist theory of subjectivity. This article examines the 

inseparability of “alienation” and “re(embodiment)” in Posthumanism and their critical value in 

challenging an identity-based conception of subjectivity. To this end, the analysis delves into key 

passages from Donna Haraway’s works concerning the bodies of monsters and subsequently explores 

the philosophical-political proposal of Xenofeminism through the manifesto of the Laboria Cuboniks 

collective and Helen Hester’s Xenofeminism. In the conclusions, the discussion first addresses the 

intersectional connections between Posthuman Feminism and Queer Theory, which advance 

significant critiques of identity-based models while integrating themes of migration and gender 

identity. 
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MARIAENRICA GIANNUZZI, HOW TO READ DEEP TIME. EMBODIMENT, RHETORIC AND ATMOSPHERE 

 

Abstract: The paper examines embodiment through cases of contemporary art. It explores how art 

can configure temporal perception, i.e., deep time, by displaying rocks, caves, stones, debris, natural 

history collections, and landscapes, therefore, offering pathways to interpretation. Specifically, I 

claim that geological artworks, such as Processo Grottesco and Processing the Anthropocene, offer 

possibilities of embodiment in which spatial depth, a felt-bodily dimension that the images inscribe 

into our perceptual processes, can be interpreted as epistemological depth, a social construction of 

scientific objectivity, validity and praxis obtained by casting an atmosphere of authority. 
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FRANCESCO MARIA CIANCIARUSO, TECHNOLOGICAL MEDIATION AND DEEP LEARNING. FROM THE 

OPACITY PROBLEM TO EXPLAINABLE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

 

Abstract: Artificial intelligence alters the understanding of reality. It offers already-processed 

information to human agents, thus mediating their relationship with the world. Over the years, 

numerous areas of research have tried to account for this mediation. Exemplary in this sense are the 

contributions of post-phenomenology through notions such as hermeneutic relation, and, within 

philosophy of cognition, the concept of extended mind. Starting from these theoretical perspectives 

on the relationship between subjectivity and artificial device, this paper aims to account for the impact 

of generative AI and machine learning. The implementation of biomorphic algorithms, capable of 

learning autonomously, adapting to the context, extracting the potential of big data and exhibiting 

extraordinary creativity and dynamism, has enabled the widespread diffusion of neural models, from 

mobility to medicine, from art to finance. However, the opacity problem of such models raises 

relevant ethical issues, such as trust and fairness. This paper intends to propose strategies (XAI and 

representational alignment) that could, at least in principle, address the opacity problem and align 

internal representations and model parameters to human values. 
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